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7th Grade Social Studies




   
    Period ____________

Chapter 8 / Section 2

The Louisiana Purchase

1. Why was control of the Mississippi River important to western farmers? _________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. How did Spain threaten American access to the port of New Orleans at the mouth of the 

    Mississippi River?  How did the Pinckney Treaty solve this problem?  ___________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Why was Jefferson afraid that Napoleon Bonaparte, the ruler of France, might threaten 

    American access to the port of New Orleans?  ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. What action did Jefferson take to make sure that American farmers would always be able to 

    ship their goods through New Orleans?   ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. Why were Napoleon, and his Foreign Minister Tallyrand, suddenly so interested in working 

    out a deal with United States ambassadors Robert Livingston and James Monroe?   _________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. The treaty negotiated between the U.S. and France dealt with more than just New Orleans!  

    What did the United States purchase?  What was the price tag?   ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7. What constitutional concern did Jefferson wrestle with before moving ahead with the 

    Louisiana Purchase?  __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

8. Who did Jefferson pick to explore the new Louisiana territory?  ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

9. List at least three instructions Jefferson gave to Lewis and Clark.

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

10. In what year did the Lewis and Clark Expedition begin? _____________________________

11. As the expedition headed westward: 

· What hardships did they encounter? __________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

· What did they see?  _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

· Who did they meet? _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· What gifts did they share with the Native Americans?  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Where did they stay the first winter?  _________________________________________

· What did they worry about?  ________________________________________________

12. List at least four ways in which Sacajawea helped Lewis and Clark.

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

13. How were the Shoshone people helpful to Lewis and Clark?  _________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14. What is the significance of the Continental Divide that Lewis and Clark crossed?  _________

______________________________________________________________________________

15. What joyful event did Lewis take note of in his journal on November 7, 1805?  ___________

______________________________________________________________________________

16. When did Lewis and Clark return from their journey? _______________________________

17. In your opinion, how successful were Lewis and Clark in accomplishing what President 

      Jefferson wanted them to do?   Explain your answer fully.  ___________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

18. List three things was Zebulon Pike able to accomplish during his own exploration of the 

      West from 1805 to 1807?

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________

