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Chapter 5 / Section 3

A More Perfect Union

Origins of the Constitution

1. List the ideas that the framers of our Constitution took from these sources: 

· The Magna Carta - ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· The English Bill of Rights - _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Virginia’s House of Burgesses – _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· The Mayflower Compact - __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· The Enlightenment - ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· John Locke - _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Montesquieu - ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Define these terms: 

· Republic - _______________________________________________________________

· Separation of Powers – ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Federalism -  ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Electoral College -  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Checks and Balances -  ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Bills – __________________________________________________________________

· Veto – __________________________________________________________________

· Override - _______________________________________________________________

· Impeach - _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did the framers of the Constitution set up a system of federalism?  __________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe at least one “check” on each of the following:

· Congress – ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· The President –___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· The Courts - _____________________________________________________________

5. Was the national government stronger under the Articles of Confederation or the new 

    Constitution?  Why?  __________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

